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Healing Street and Woodbine Street - Sites for Disposal

Executive Summary

1. The sites at Healing Street (Plan A) and Woodbine Street (Plan B), Rochdale 
are recommended for disposal.  The sites are considered to be surplus to the 
Council’s operational requirements.

The sale of these sites would generate a capital receipt for the Council and 
reduce its maintenance liabilities.

The sites were considered by Rochdale Township at its meeting in June 2018 
where Members determined that the Healing Street site should be retained as 
open space for the benefit of local residents; and the Woodbine Street site 
should be retained as the ward councillors would like to see the site used as a 
playground.

In view of the decision by Rochdale Township, Cabinet is requested to 
consider the future of these sites by using its powers to release the site for 
disposal.

Recommendation

2. It is recommended that:

i. The site at Healing Street is declared surplus to requirements and 
released for disposal on the open market.

ii. The site at Woodbine Street is declared surplus to requirements and 
released for disposal on the open market.

iii. The Head of Legal Service be authorised to prepare the appropriate 
legal documents and execute such documents on behalf of the Council.

iv. The purchaser pays the Council’s legal and surveyor’s costs.

Reason for Recommendation

3. The disposal of these sites was opposed by Rochdale Township.  The Cabinet 



has responsibility for managing the council’s land and property holdings by 
approving disposals where objections have been raised by Township and /or 
Ward Councillors. 

The Director of Economy is charged with the continual review of the Council’s 
land and property holdings to identify those that are surplus to requirements 
and could be sold. The Director of Economy is aiming to expose 25 sites to 
the market during 2018/19.

Woodbine Street land was acquired by the Council as a housing clearance 
site in 1997 and has been maintained as a landscaped grass verge.  The 
release of the site would generate a capital receipt and reduce maintenance 
liabilities.

Healing Street is an area of amenity grassland.  The release of the site would 
generate a capital receipt and reduce maintenance liabilities.

Key Points for Consideration

4. The Woodbine Street site is a small rectangular shaped piece of land in 
Kingsway Ward.  It extends to approximately 0.1 hectares (0.25 acres) in size 
and is defined in the Unitary Development Plan (UDP) as ‘Defined Urban 
Area’.  

It is bounded on 3 sides by housing with commercial uses to the remaining 
side.  

Initial talks with the Council planners have highlighted that residential or 
commercial development of this site would be supported.

The Healing Street site is a small piece of land in Balderstone and Kirkholt 
ward.  It extends to approximately 0.07hectares (0.17 acres) in size and is 
defined in the Unitary Development Plan (UDP) as ‘Defined Urban Area’.  

It is bounded on all sides by housing.

Initial talks with the Council planners have highlighted that residential or 
commercial development of this site would be supported.

Alternatives Considered
These sites could be retained in their existing uses. Retention of these sites 
will not secure capital receipts or beneficial development, nor reduce the 
Council’s financial and/or environmental liabilities. Retaining these sites in 
their current use carries the risk of liabilities such as fly-tipping, anti-social 
behaviour and regular or ad hoc maintenance obligations

The Healing Street site could be retained as amenity open space. This was 
the preference for the site expressed by Rochdale Township in June 2018. 

The Woodbine Street site could be used as a playground. This was the 
preference for the site expressed by Rochdale Township in June 2018. 



However, there is currently no budget in place to do this. 

Costs and Budget Summary

5. The disposal of these sites would generate a capital receipt in the order of 
£100,000 which would be added to general funds

Risk and Policy Implications

The disposals will meet the objectives of the Council’s Asset Strategy by 
reducing the number of Council owned assets and financial liabilities. 
Disposal of the sites will facilitate the development of additional housing in 
this popular area of Rochdale.

The Council is committed to release surplus assets and to continually review 
its need to hold land and property assets. Disposal of surplus assets assists 
the Council in its provision of services by producing capital receipts, reducing 
borrowing, reducing grant reliance and assists in achieving the efficiency 
targets. The disposal of surplus assets reduces the Council’s liabilities and 
the release of development opportunities encourages economic activity in the 
Borough. 

It is government policy that local authorities should dispose of surplus land 
where possible. Local authorities have various statutory powers to dispose of 
property. The only constraint is that, except with the consent of the Secretary 
of State, the disposal must be for the best consideration reasonably 
obtainable and terms should be negotiated accordingly.

6.

Consultation

7. Consultation has taken place with colleagues in Legal Services, Planning, 
Highways and Environmental Management

This report was presented to Rochdale Township in June 2018.  The 
Township committee determined not to release these sites for disposal, 
expressing the wish that the Healing Street be retained as open space and 
Woodbine Street retained as a possible site for a playground.

Background Papers Place of Inspection

8. none

For Further Information Contact: Janet Butterworth, Tel: 01706 923271, 
janet.butterworth@rochdale.gov.uk



Plan A: Land at Healing Street



Plan B: Land at Woodbine Street


